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PRESENTER TITLE:  Policy Analyst 

PRESENTER BUSINESS UNIT:  Office of Postsecondary Education; Policy, Planning, and 

Innovation 

PRESENTER BIO:  Dr. Sophia McArdle is a policy analyst in the Office of Postsecondary 

Education (OPE), Policy, Planning and Innovation unit at the U.S. Department of Education.  

Prior to joining the Department in 2000, she accumulated over 18 years of combined experience 

as an administrator, teacher, and researcher in education and psychology at both public and 

private institutions of higher education.  Sophia works on State authorization and TEACH Grant 

program issues, among other areas of responsibility.  At the most recent negotiated rulemaking, 

she served as the TEACH Grant program subcommittee team leader.  She has also served as the 

Department’s federal negotiator on the negotiated rulemaking committee on teacher preparation 

issues and the Department’s subject matter expert on State authorization at the Program Integrity 

negotiations.  Her doctorate from American University is in Counseling and Development, with 

a supporting field in Educational Administration. 


